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Dear Loving Parents,

In celebration of my new journey with ______ partner name_______, I am writing you this letter to explain why we would like to serve an alternative to shark fin soup at our wedding banquet. There are many educated couples that have already taken positive action to serve an alternative soup at their wedding and we would like to be one of them. 

Here are some reasons why:

· Over 38 million sharks are being finned each year for shark fin soup. 

· An average wedding banquet of 300 guests serving shark fin soup can kill up to 30 sharks. 

· People think sharks are scary and kill a lot of people but in actuality, on average, less than 4 people die from shark attacks around the world. Only 1 person died from a shark attack in 2007, while up to 100 people are killed each year from tigers and elephants.

· Sharks contain high levels of mercury and health officials advise those with weak immune systems (pregnant women, elders, children) to avoid the consumption of shark fin soup 

· The methods in which sharks are finned is cruel and inhumane. They are finned alive and dumped back into the ocean to bleed to death. 

· The shark finning industry is unsustainable and the poor fishermen who make a living finning sharks are poorly treated and are being forced to deplete their stocks, which means there will be nothing left for them to fish very soon. 

· Sharks are a top predator in the oceans that shape and maintain our ecosystem. The ocean makes up over half of our earth's surface and provides over 50% of our oxygen

I realize that we might lose 'face' if we serve an alternative soup so let's work together to discuss ways to explain to our guests why we're making this positive decision (___handing out informational cards or putting up a poster somewhere at the banquet___). 

Last but not least, I am reminded that my wedding - this joyous event - is to bring our family and friends together to celebrate the marriage of me and ______name_______, not for shark fin soup.

We can discuss this more in depth, but in the meantime you can visit www.sharktruth.com for more information 

Love your ______daughter/son______,

____________________

Name
Shark Truth | We are going to Stop the Soup. One bowl at a time. 

Shark Truth is a not-for-profit consumer awareness group that seeks to engage consumers in a collaborative discussion to find alternatives to shark fin soup. We are dedicated to promoting awareness around the irreversibly detrimental effects of the shark finning industry, specifically working with (and not against) consumers.

www.sharktruth.com

