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TORONTO, Ont. - Despite opposition 

and protest from some, Toronto city 

council has voted in favour of banning 

the possession and consumption of 

shark fins.  

 

The controversial decision comes 

even after Mayor Rob Ford said he 

doesn't think it's the city's responsibility to ban the sale of shark fins. 

 

Council voted overwhelmingly in favour of the ban to the tune of 38-4, and now 

appears to be urging other GTA communities to follow suit. 

 

Despite the vote being passed, some members of Ford's inner-circle were not 

convinced. 

 

"There's all these misconceptions about what they're doing; it's been going on for so long. I don't know why all of a 

sudden they're making an issue. My personal vote, no, I'm not going to support the ban," Ford said. 

 

Meanwhile, for many who supported the ban the severity of the issue was highlighted perfectly by Toronto filmmaker 

Rob Stewart in his documentary, "Sharkwater." 

 

Approximately 100 anti-shark fin ban protestors gathered outside City Hall on Tuesday. Many expressed worry that 

a ban would hurt the restaurant industry. 

 

Coun. Glenn De Baeremaeker countered by saying the ban is not an attack on city businesses, and that taking 

shark-fin soup off the menu certainly won't mean bankruptcy. 

 

Nearly 200 people gathered outside City Hall Monday to protest the proposition, many wearing signs calling the 

potential ban an "unfair and irresponsible act." 

 

Barbara Chiu, with the Toronto Chinese Business Association, said the city needs to reconsider the proposition. 

 

"Endangered species and the shark fisheries should be taken care of by the federal government," Chiu said. "We 

hope city council can vote by rationale and information instead of emotion." 

   

The protestors mostly avoided comment on the ethical issue of shark finning, instead focusing on the fact that it 

isn't a local issue. Clearly, city council was not convinced. 

 

"For a city the size and influence of Toronto to pass a shark fin bill is a historic moment for Canada,” said Claudia 

Li, founder of Shark Truth, a non-profit organization supporting shark conservation. “Councillors are setting an 

example of how we can protect sharks from the wasteful practice of finning." 
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Activists were present on both sides of the 

argument Tuesday, as city council voted in favour 

of a shark-fin ban. 

PHOTO BY: IRENE PREKLET/680NEWS 

67 

All Cameras and Manage Favorites 

http://www.680news.com/
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/291923--toronto-city-council-votes-in-favour-of-banning-shark-fins#
http://www.680news.com/
http://www.680news.com/listen
http://www.680news.com/news
http://www.680news.com/traffic
http://www.680news.com/weather
http://www.680news.com/business
http://www.680news.com/sports
http://www.680news.com/entertainment
http://www.680news.com/contests-insider-club
http://www.680news.com/inside
http://www.680news.com/mobile
http://www.680news.com/news/local
http://www.680news.com/topic/city-hall
http://www.680news.com/news/national
http://www.680news.com/news/world
http://www.680news.com/breakingnewsalert
http://www.680news.com/video/
http://www.680news.com/news/travel
http://www.680news.com/listen/newsfeatures
http://www.torontogasprices.com/
http://www.680news.com/
http://www.680news.com/news
http://www.680news.com/news/local
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/291923--toronto-city-council-votes-in-favour-of-banning-shark-fins#
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/291923--toronto-city-council-votes-in-favour-of-banning-shark-fins#
http://www.680news.com/article/print/291923
http://media.greenradio.topscms.com/images/95/95/df173e4b4e04a572eee185c283ad.jpg
http://media.greenradio.topscms.com/images/95/95/df173e4b4e04a572eee185c283ad.jpg
http://media.greenradio.topscms.com/images/c4/bd/a44072e6497594169f35c8987cee.jpg
http://media.greenradio.topscms.com/images/c4/bd/a44072e6497594169f35c8987cee.jpg
javascript:Feature.getLast();
javascript:Feature.getNext();
javascript:void(0)
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/291912--ford-marks-one-year-as-mayor
http://www.680news.com/city-hall/article/291564--city-council-votes-to-privatize-garbage-collection-west-of-yonge
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/239744--sharkwater-filmmaker-supports-city-s-shark-fin-soup-ban-movement
http://www.sharkwater.com/
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/291923--toronto-city-council-votes-in-favour-of-banning-shark-fins#
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/291923--toronto-city-council-votes-in-favour-of-banning-shark-fins#
http://www.m2omedia.com/cftr/
http://www.680news.com/weather
http://www.680news.com/weather
http://ads.networldmedia.net/servlet/ajrotator/1115320/0/cc?z=networld&c=1113523&b=1115308
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/291923--toronto-city-council-votes-in-favour-of-banning-shark-fins#
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/291923--toronto-city-council-votes-in-favour-of-banning-shark-fins#
http://www.680news.com/traffic
http://www.680news.com/breakingnewsalert
http://ads.networldmedia.net/servlet/ajrotator/1087111/0/cc?z=networld&c=1078559&b=1087110
http://twitter.com/680news
http://twitter.com/680newstraffic
http://cb.rdeals.ca/join/contest?brand=680NewsWebsite


   

 

 

Toronto is now the fourth city in Ontario to enact a shark fin ban, joining Brantford, Oakville, and Mississauga. The 

U.S. state of California enacted a state-wide shark fin ban earlier this month, on October 7th. 

 

ShareText: A   A

Local  Video Blogs  More on 680News Movie Reviews

Features

 

Gas Prices 

 

680News Mobile App 

 

Weather Guarantee 
Advertiser Directory 

680News 
 

Home 

About 

Contact Us 

Insider Club 

Site Map 

Advertise With Us 

Local News Radio Across Canada 
 

Toronto, ON -- 680News 

Vancouver, BC -- News1130 

Calgary, AB -- 660News 

Kitchener, ON -- 570News 

Ottawa, ON - 1310News 

Saint John, NB -- News 88.9 

Moncton, NB -- News 91.9 

Halifax, NS -- News 95.7 

Digital News Awards 

  

http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/291923--toronto-city-council-votes-in-favour-of-banning-shark-fins#
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/291923--toronto-city-council-votes-in-favour-of-banning-shark-fins#
http://www.680news.com/article/print/291923
http://www.680news.com/news/local/
http://www.680news.com/listen/moviereviews/
http://www.680news.com/video/
http://www.680news.com/inside/blogs
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/276513
http://www.680news.com/news/local/article/276513
http://www.680news.com/mobile
http://www.680news.com/mobile
http://www.m2omedia.com/cftr/index.jsp
http://www.m2omedia.com/cftr/index.jsp
http://ads.rogersradio.ca/cftr/
http://ads.rogersradio.ca/cftr/
http://cb.rdeals.ca/join/contest?brand=680NewsWebsite
http://www.680news.com/
http://www.680news.com/inside
http://www.680news.com/inside/contact
http://www.m2omedia.com/cftr/index.jsp
http://www.680news.com/sitemap
http://www.680news.com/advertise
http://www.680news.com/
http://www.news1130.com/
http://www.660news.com/
http://www.570news.com/
http://www.1310news.com/
http://www.news889.com/
http://www.news919.com/
http://www.news957.com/
http://www.rtndacanada.com/
http://www.rtdna.org/pages/media_items/2010-regional-edward-r.-murrow-award-winners1934.php?g=67?id=1934#region14

